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Primary Analysis 
Of 22 September 1972 

Western Pacific Apt 
Until the connicting details oC this 

case 2 are resolved, only a tentative 
analysis can be attempted here. 

One source says the reported TWA 
sighting took place at "II a.m. 
(Greenwich time)" (1100 Universal 
Time), another says "about II p.m." (or 
1300 UT, if Guam time). A supposedly 
simultaneous observation from 
Okinawa-jima places the time at 11:30 
UT. 

It would seem that the "TWA 
spokesman" quoted by UPI was mistaken 
when he said that TWA Flight 745 was 
"flying Crom Okinawa to Bangkok." 
Flight 745 stops at Honolulu, Guam and 
Hong Kong en route to Bangkok; the 
TWA official apparently confused the 
morning (Pacific Standard Time) Flight 
745 with the evening Flight 743 that has 
additional stops at Okinawa-jima and 
Taipei) The pilot, Capt. David Shimet, 
stated that "we were flying from Guam 
to Hong Kong." And the rather dubious 
reported times (above) appear to agree 
with the schedule for the morning flight 
(745). 

But what is a plane that is travelling 
from Guam to Hong Kong doing just 560 
kilometers southeast of Okinawa-jim3, 
unless it is actually flying from Guam to 
Okinawa-jima'! 

The description of the AP4 and the 
circumstances sur r ounding its 
observationS suggest a space object decay 
("'re-entry"). On n September 1972 
(as5uming this sighting date to be correct) 
there were two decays6: 

Kosmos SIS-associated object 
(COSPAR 1972 70B,7 NORAD 6187)S 

Exp l orer 44-associated object 
(COSPAR 1971 58C, NORAD 53 19). 

If we accept Capt. Shimet's estimate 
of the AP's heading as SSE (azimuth ::: 
157.50 '!:. 11.250 ) and assume the airliner 
was 560 kilometers SE of Okinawa-jima 
(so its latitude would be between 2 10N 
and 240N), then upper and lower limits 
for the AP's orbital inclination can be 
found, and we can perhaps determine 
which object could have been involved in 
the sighting. 

From the airliner's altitude of 10 
kilometers an object at 50 kilometers 
altitude (Le., a decaying space object) is 
within line-of-sight from a distance of 
about 10.40 of arc (geocentric angle), 
maximum. Thus, the AP might have been 
at a latitude between 10.60N and 
34.40N. 

With the equation 
i"" cos- I (cos L sin H) 

where i is the inclination, L is the 
!1 is the heading,the AP's 
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inclination is found to be between 56.90 
and 80.70 (optimum value: 69.30).9 

Object 1972 70B/61S7 {inclination: 
72.90)10 may have been responsible for 
this AP sighting as it appears that 1971 
5SC/5319 . (inclination : 51.20 )11 can 
probably be eliminated. I will await 
further data on this case before obtaining 
the location of the decay' of 1972 
70B/6IS7. 

Brad Sparks 
APRO member 
18 December 1972; revised 17 

February 1973. 

Notes and References 
I. Atmospheric Phenomenon;see 

proposed Standard Anoma lous 
Phenomena (AnP) Nomenclature (in 
preparation). 

2. TIle A.P.R.O. Bulletin, vol. 2 1, no. 
2, pp, 5-6 (September-October 1972); 
Flying Saucer vol. IS, no. 6, pp. 
31-32 (November-December 1972); 
National Enquirer, vol. 47, no. 25, p. 2S 
( 18 February 1973). 

3. Trans World Airlines, Inc" San 
Francisco information (10 December 
1972, 9 February 1973, J7 February 
1973). 

4. For example, fragmentation of the 
main body in " ... big pieces . .. great, 
hot flakes . .. 

5. E.g" the duration was about 75 
seconds - quite long for a meteor - but 
not unusual for a satellite decay; the 
speed, estimated to be "much too slow" 
for a meteor, is in accord with 
earth-orbital velocities. 

6 , NASA Goddard Space Flight 
Center, Satellite Situation Report, vol. 
12, no. 9, p. 39 (30 September 1972); 
vol. 12, no. 12, pp. 114, 124 (31 
December 1972). 

7. United Nations Committee On 
Space Research (COSPAR) International 
Designation. 

S . North American Air Defense 
Command (NORAD) Space Detection 
And Tracking System (SPADATS) Object 
Number. 

9. If we assume that Flight 745 was 
flying from Guam to Hong Kong, i.e., 
that the ai rl iner was at a latitude between 
that of Agana Nava l Air Station 
(J3 0 29'N) and Kai Tak Airfield 
(nO IS'N) assuming a great-circle route, 
then the AP's latitude must be between 
3.loN and 32.7 0 N. The orbita l 
inclination of the AP is then between 
56.30 and SO.50 (optimum value: 6S.60). 

10. Satellite Si/uation Report, vol, 12, 
no. 9, p. 3S (30 September 1972), 

II. Ibid., vol. 12, no. S, p, 31 (3 1 
August 1972). 

PAGE 11 

Flap in Alaba ma 
Beginning on December 27 , there was 

a concentration oC sightings of 
unidentified flying objects in the vicinity 
of Lexington, ·Alabama. Field Investigator 
Bill Rogers has forwarded a total of 17 
reports which he investigated, but we will 
present only six, which give the best 
detail. 

On the 30th of January four days had 
passed since Me. Rogers began looking 
into the sightings which took place 
around Lexington. At 6:30 p.m, on that 
evening he arrived in Lexington and 
proceeded to set up communications. He 
and three other individuals in three other 
cars went in different directions and kept 
in touch via radio. By 9 p.m. Mr. Rogers 
had received three different caUs but each 
time was too late reaching the site to 
observe anything. 

Me. Rogers then decided to "call it a 
night" and he and two others headed up 
Highway 101 to Elgin Cross Roads. While 
on Highway 101 Rogers decided to take a 
look at the new garbage dump from 
which prior reports had emanated . At 
about a mile from the dump he spoiled a 
yellowish-orange-white light traveling at a 
very slow speed just above the tree tops 
and approximately one mile to his right. 
He got out of the car with his companion 
and wilh two pairs of binoculars they ob­
served the object ror 2 to 2* minutes, 
While watching it seemed to be observing 
something below it. After about a minute 
the object, which had a shape between 
that of a sphere and an egg, moved up 
about 40 feet and then slowly started 
moving down as ir it was going to land. 
The trio piled into the car and headed in 
the direction where the object apparently 
was located; meantime Rogers checked 
the geiger counter and other equipment 
to be sure they were ready for use. When 
rounding the sharp curve where the dump 
starts one of the men shouted: "Look at 
that thing". Rogers skidded the car to a 
halt and got out. The object appeared jus' 
above a hin with only about 1/3 of it 
showing. By the time all had gotten out 
or the car the object had gone down 
behind the hill but the glow was still 
visible. A second later it came up just 
above the hill again and Rogers noticed 
that the geiger counter began clicking 
wildly, and the dial showed a reading of 
4CO volts and 250 milliroentgens. A 
second later the object sank down behind 
the hill again and the geiger counter 
reading went back to normal. A few 
seconds later the object came back up 
again and this time Rogers shone a 
spotl ight at it and the object fluttered a 
little and sank down behind the hill again. 
This maneuver was repeated two more 
times and each time the object made its 

(See Alabama - Page Twelve) 
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Alabama 
(Conlinued from Page Eleven) 

appearance the geiger counter would 
show the same reading, Rogers would 
shine a light at the object and it would 
sink below the crest of the hill. The fifth 
time the object went down its glow went 
out as if a light had been switched off. All 
of the up and down maneuvers took nOI 
more than 12 seconds. 

After the object's glow was completely 
diminished the men attempted to drive to 
the area where it had been but no roads 
led to that area so they quit for the night. 

Weather condi tions during the sighting 
were the fo ll owing: Clear, no 
precipitation, light .nd variablc wind from 
the east, temperature 260 . 

Thc next sighting we will deal with 
took plaee on a night between the 1st and 
3rd of February, and the witness, Philip 
Nix, IB, does nol rceall the exact datc. 
He claimed he was coming home from his 
girl friend's home and where the road 
intcrsects with Highway 64, he stopped 
and looked both ways beforc pulling onto 
the highway. He could see for 200-300 
yards both ways. "All of a sudden there 
was light all over the road and at fi rst I 
thought I had pulled out in front of a car, 
so I sped up," Nix said. His rear view 
mirror was on "night" rcOection but it 
still looked like daylight behind him. He 
then looked above the car and saw an 
egg·shaped, shiny object about 40 feet 
above his car. 

At this time Nix was going 70 milcs 
per hour and thc object stayed the same 
distancc above the car and maintained the 
same speed. Jusl as he arrived al the crest 
of the hill Icading into Lexington the 
object seemed to hcsitate, then was gone 
at tremendous speed, and appcared to 
have gone down behind thc trailcr 
factory. 

Approximately two weeks later (he 
doesn't recall exact time or date) Nix was 
again coming home in his car and just 
before he turned into the driveway of his 
home he noticcd a hright glow behind the 
house. He hurried to Ihe garage, thinking 
the field was on fire. He said he watched 
it (or perhaps 3 or 4 minutcs before he 
realized there was no fire. The bright 
gtow was moving up and down and across 
under the high voltage wires in the field. 
Nix ran into the house and got his 
brother Mike and the two watched it for 
about a minute bcfore they went back 
inloget their mother, fathe r and sister. 
At this time it scemed to be right on the 
ground or not more than a few feet above 
it. Whcn the family got back outside they 
all got a good look before thc light which 
looked like a large fire faded out "as if 
someone had nipped a switch" and it 
appeared to have the same egg shape as 
the object he had seen two wecks before. 
The family then wcnt to bed und didn't 
atlempt to observe further; Nix assumes 
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the object was still out in the field . 
Weather conditions accompanying this 

sighting were : Clear sky, no precipitation, 
no wind , tcmpcrature approximatcly 350 , 
and the moon was out and very bright. 

Mrs. WyJodean Nix , the mother of 
Philip, Mike and Gayla Nix (J B, 20 and 
16, respectively) reported approximately 
what Philip described, except that she 
was able to establish that the second of 
Philip'ssightingstook place on a Sunday 
which would place the sighting on the 
18th of Fcbruary and she cstablished the 
time as 12:20 a.m. (duration five minutes 
from the time she sighted it). 

The last two reports in Ihis case 
pertain to the sighting of the Nix family , 
with Gayla and son Mike describing theiT 
version of the incident. Thc description is 
generally the same as that of Philip and 
Mrs. Nix although Gayla and Mike set the 
date of thc sighting at the 10th. Weathcr 
conditions, time and sequence of events all 
tally with those of the other witnesses. 

On the 4th of February Field 
Investigator Bill Rogers made his second 
sighting of a UFO in the Lexington area. 
The sky was clear with no precipitation, 
wind light and variable from the south 
from 3 to 5 miles per hour and the 
tcmperature was 420. At 7:35 Rogers 
receivcd a call from an individual whom 
he dcemcd reliable, to the effect that he 
and several others had followed a UFO to 
RogerSVille, Alabama. Rogcrs askcd him 
to keep observing it and call again if there 
seemed to be a justification for another 
trip (Rogers had gone out in response to 
several calls that week, most of which 
were worthless cases). 

At 8 p.rn . the man called again, saying 
that hc was at Wheeler Dam (which is 
part of the Tcnnessee Valley Authority). 
While on thc phone Rogers also talked to 
the lock altcndent who also said that he 
had seen something out of the ordinary. 
He then called the State Police, asking 
them to contact a unit in the area of 
Rogersville to see if he had seen it, but 
the patrolman on duty was not in his car 
at the time. Rogers then obtained 
clearance to speed out to Wheeler. 
Driving at B5 to 90 miles per hour he 
arrived there in about 10 to 15 minutes 
and talked to the witnesses for a short 
period. They said they had lost sight of it 
on th e other side of the Ten nessee River 
in some trces. Rogers was about to give 
up when one of the fellows pointed oul a 
ball of light moving over the tree lopS to 
the southeast of their position at the 
dam. It looked like a fog light,thcy said, 
but a little different shade of color. It was 
traveling just above the treetops heading 
toward thc river. When it rcached the end 
of the tree line or wherc the shore of the 
river starts. it startcd heading toward the 
river as if it was going to crash. Just 
before it was in a position to make 
contact .. with th~ water, the lock of the 
dam blocked Rogers' view. Rogcrs ran to 
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the end of the lock and searched for the 
object using binoculars, but could see 
nothing. He and his companions kept a \ 
close watch (or about 9 or 10 minutes....." 
and were about to leave when they noticed 
an objeci or the samc object rising up 
from the surface of the water on the 
Lauderdale County side of the river, 
going in the gcneral direction of 
Hunt~ville, Alabama or Browns Ferry 
Nuclear Plant about 15 miles distant, at 
treetop level. It had the same appearance 
as before except that it was going at high 
speed and it was shortly out of sight. 

After the object had left, a security 
policeman drove up and Rogers asked if 
he had seen the object. The officer said 
he hadn't but that it was a helicopter 
from Huntsville heading toward TVA. 
Rogers pointed out that the object made 
no noise, had no running lights and left 
him with the question: "Why would it bc 
skimming the tree tops and heading 
toward Huntsville?" 

After arriving at home, Rogers called 
the Federal Aviation Administration in 
Muscle Shoals and asked if a helicopter 
had come ir: from Huntsville and was told 
that there were no nights charted from 
Huntsville. He then called the control 
tower at the Huntsville airport and asked 
if they had picked up any "unknowns" 
on radar to which the spokesman replied 
that they had not. He then asked if they \ 
had had a call from a TVA guard about-..ll 
the hclicoptcr. The spokesman said that 
he had been o n duty for three hours and 
no helicopter was charted to TVA for the' 
past two days and none for thc night of 
thc 4 th. 

Press Reports 
September 16. 1972, Soint LolI.p (20 

kilometers from Montpellier, France). 
M.N. : Towards 9 :30 a.m. he was taking 
pictUres of the countryside when his 
attention was attracted by an objcct 
having the form of a metall ic disc and the 
size of a Caravelle Jet. The object crossed 
the sky in a western direction at a height 
of 800 meters. Mr. N. had the time to 
take several photos. This information was 
sent by Representative Richard 
Niemtzow, and included a clipping from 
Midi LlBRE, including one of the photos. 

September 29, 1972, Shawano, 
W;.rcon.rin, U.S.A. R.W. Pedersen, 50, a 
Shawano City engineer said that he and 
his wife had been bowling in Vonduel and 
wcre driving north to nearby Cecil at 
about 9 p.m. when they saw a "piercing 
white light" about 10 limes the size of an 
airport beacon, which appeared to tumble 1 
and blink on and off about 200 feet in"'" 
the air. Pedersen said: "II was not marsh 
gas and not a balloon. I spent three years 
in the Air Force and saw perhaps B,Ooo 

(See Press Reports - Page Thirteen) 
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Press Reports 
(ContiIll/ed (rolll PaMe Twelve) 

aircraft landings. I never saw a light like 
lh at. A he licopter (;o uld lr<lvel 55 m.p.h. 
but not with the accckration or lhat 
speed. That's not even the righ t term , 
because acce leration implies a bui ldup of 
speed, and this was instantaneous," In the 
same article in the Mil waukee Journal 
s ightings dilling bilCk to J uly were cited. 
One woman claimed she had a UFO 
lanel in her back yard and had l<llked to 
the o~cupants . No credence seemed to be 
given her report. 

December 7, /9 72, COlllla, IV. 1. "A 
ba ll of fire as big as Pon-of-Spain " was 
reported by Yogi Bholasingh and two 
companions. While the t ri o watched the 
object sp lit into three separate balls and 
proceeded across the sky and " merged 
with the hor izon d isappea ring like if the. 
stln W~I S setting." The whole incident 
allegedly lasted for 15 minutes. 

December 22. 1972, Kauhajuki, 
FinIal/d. Veikko Kivioja and Seppo Oja 
reported that on Friday morning at 
be tween 2 and 2:30 a.m. they saw three 
"very shiny beings" walking in single fil e 
on the side of the road. They made no 
sound , the pair claimed , but projected a 
s lLin y light which curved upwa rds. The 
beings appe<Jred to be tall and s lim , their 
upper body angular and "finned ". No 
foo tprint s were found. A few hours and 
some distance from the original Sighting, 
another man observed wlwt seemed to be 
the sa me three bei ngs. Veikko said Lhat 
he nearly drove into the ditch when he 
spotted thc th ree beings off to the left 
o f the road , a nd Iwd to swerve to avoid 
them. 

December 29, /972, Florence, 
Alabama. U.S. For the third night in a 
row UFOs were reported in the a rea. A 
musica l g ro up from F lo rence who were 
driving along U.S. Highway 72 said they 
snw two brightly lit h overing objec ts in 
the vic inity of the Jetport turnoff. Other 
sigh tings alleged ly took place no rthwest 
of Athens. 

Janllary 6, 1973. Kalmar District. 
Sweden Undertaker Hilding Wennberg of 
Borgholm , while on a hunti ng t r ip with 
two companions, spotted wha t appeared 
to be a very bright sta r which shortly 
began to m ove and disappeared into the 
sky Icav ing a smoke trail beh ind. A few 
mi nutes latcr it reappeared and the three 
watched as it slow ly sank dow n toward 
the sea and ou t of sight. 

January 6 alld 7, 19 73. OskarsJUlmn. 
Sweden. Mr. and ~hs. Bo Rudberg and 
their daughte r of Il ogsby wondered if the 
object th ey saw on these dates cou ld have 
been a UFO. They we re just ou ts ide of 
town when they saw a rOllnd body w ith 
a n outer circle. It hovered not fa r fro III 
the g rou nd at va rious locations and 
somet im es stopped st ill fo r seve ral 
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minut es. I t was described as brighlly 
shining in yellow, red, blue and green . 

Jalluary 13, 19 73, Mariol/, Wisconsill. 
U.s. At bel ween 5 and 6 p.lI1. Witness 
(unidentified) waS proceecling cast on 
Highway G when he saw a red light in the 
sky whi ch was too slow and too low for 
an airp lane . It was just ahead and to his 
left and he could sec two big red lights, 
o ne on each side o f the saucer-shaped 
thing with an "after-burner" coming out 
of the back. It crossed the road ahead of 
th e car, lhen swung toward Marion. As he 
t.urned o nto Highway I 10 th e objec t 
started back 10 its original pOSition , then 
disappeared behind a hill. 

Jal/llary / 7, 1973. be/weell Char/olle, 
North Carolina and lIarrisbllrg, Pa, News 
photographer Tommy Franklin of the 
Cliar/vlle News, Charlo tt e, Nort h 
Carolina, along with reporter Edith Low, 
fo llowed trucker Gera ld Sumney in hi s 
semi-trailer truck on the SaO-mile route 
between Charlot te and Harrisburg. 
S Ull1 ney had repo rted tha l he had becn 
followed at varioll s times by an 
unidentified flying object which he 
de sc ribed as ova l-shaped with a 
fluoresce nt-lik e glow . Franklin obtained 
one photo of the object with a Nikon F 
CJll1cra with 300 111111 Jens, 1/ 125 1h at 
4.5, focused o n infinity, The photo shows 
mere ly 11 roulld, glowing mass. A photo 
taken by Gerald Sumney on a previous 
occas io n shows an oval-shaped g lowing 
mass at aboullelephone-pole height. 

January 23, 1973, Chicago. Illinois, 
U.s. A har of light appe<lrecl over Ch icugo 
on the evening of the 23rJ and glowed 
brightly for more than an ho ur according 
to hundred s of residents who reporled 
the phenomenon to news agencies and 
the police department. Dr. J. Allen 
Il ynek, Dircc tor of th e Linclhe imer 
Observatory al Northwestern University 
said that the phenomenon appeared to 
resemble an aurora borealis which, he 
said, in rare ins tances has been sighted in 
directions other than north. Il owever, the 
con fl ic t ing directions reported seemed to 
preclude this explanat ion, he sa id. 
Witnesses o n the ncar nor th side of 
Chicago reported seeing it in th e north , 
but others said th ey observed the bar of 
light in the southeast. One witness sa id he 
first thought it was the beam of a 
search light bu t d isc'.Ifded tha t explanatio n 
because it did not reach t he ground. An 
astronomy student at Northwestern U. 
saw the phenomenon and said that it 
appeared as three streamers of light, one 
o f which glowed more brightl y than the 
o th ers. 

The Federal Aviation Administration 
and the Weather Service both re ported 
Ihat the ir radar did not register anything 
unusual at the time. 

No exact dale. mid-February, 1973, 
MOl/terrey of A sseri, Cos/a Rica. Carlos 
Quesad'l, 16, and Elias Cord.oba, 15, 
spotted a cigar·shaped bluish-green objeL:t 
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which th ey est imated to be about the size 
o f a Volkswagon while on a hiking trip. 
The two we re left behind the main group 
when Quesada sprained his ankle, When 
th ey reported the inciclent al San J ose, 
they said the objec t had la nded ncar the 
mountain peak after they watched it 
nying high over the Pacific, They said it 
landed sound lessly about 15 kilometers 
from their location. 

On The 
South American Scene 
Jorge E. 

Repre se ntative 
forwarded tmnslati ons 
clippings pertiJining to 
the South American '-O'l1llllen r: 

F'ebnwry 5, 1973. IIlIila, 
Night was lurned in to day when a 
source from a nearby hill li t up P<llmari to, 
Some thought that the end o f the world 
had come, but 50 m en armed with guns 
nnd mac hetes decided to find the source 
of the light and climbed the hill only to 
find that it had gone out. They d id, 
however, find where something had been 
si tting on the ground for they located a 
circular hole of about 50 cenli me ters in 
diameter (about :0 inch es) and two 
meters (about 6% feet) in depth. The 
walls of the hole resembled black volcanic 
rock, Samples of thi s substance were sent 
to the laboratories of Instituto Agustin 
Codazzi and Inst ituto Geofisico de los 
Andes for examina l ion. 

A ltho ugh the clipp ing is somew hat 
garbled, it appears that seve r<lJ people saw 
the light source and also saw it d isappea r 
into the sky. 

F'ebruary 9, 1973. San Andres Islalld, 
(Co lombia). Several people including a 
reporte r claimed to have watched st range 
flying object s a l 3 '1.1ll. The reporter, Ben 
Lev i Pcchthalt MeSH, rl nd his wife, were 
near the pr incipa l beach :lncl the ai rport 
when they sigh ted three cone-sha ped 
objects with an opaque yellow light 011 

the top and a green light on the bot 10m . 
The lower part of the objec ts rotated 
while the top did not. The objec ts 
hovered , Ihen new off in different 
directions, dis<lppearing f rom sight. The 
reporler and his wife drove to the airport 
and noted that others had watched the 
objects a lso, a mong w hom we re severa l 
tourists including the ow ner of a bar, an 
e mployee of a loca l hole l and a lawyer. 

February 2/, 1973. Lima, Peru. 
Numerous individui.ll s reported observing 
a round, b rilliant object at about 1,000 
melers (about 3,000 fcet) alt itude. 
When it stopped in midair it displayed 
red, yellow and green lights, they sa id , 
and then flew out to sea, disappearing in 
a nash o f lighl as though exploding. 


