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This special report was prepared to describe the resulta of a series
of conferences with astronomers during and following a meeting of the Americen
Astronomical Society in Victoria, B, C., in June, 1952, It recounta personal
opirdons of a large mumber of professlonally traimed astronomical observers
regarding unddentified aerial objects. In addition, it reports sightings by
five professional astronomers that were not explainable by them. HRepresenting
the opinions of highly trained scientists, these comments should prove par=
ticularly helpful in assessing the present status of our knowledge of unknown
objects in the skies.

PURFOSE OF INTERVIEWS

The desirability has been established of inguiring of professionally
trained astronomers of considerable scientific backpground as to whether they
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had ever made sightings of unddentified aerial objects. At the same time, it
is felt that it would be profitable to obtain the informal opinions and advice
of high-ranking astronomers on the entire subject of unidentified aserial objecta,
of the manner in which the investigation of these objects was being conducted
by the Air Force, and of their own inner feelings about the posaibility that
such objects were real and might constitute either a threat to national security
or & new natural phenomena worthy of sclientific investigation.

Accordingly it was planned that a tour would be made of several of
the nation's cbservatories, not in the guise of an official investigator, but
rather as an astronomer traveling about to discuss scientific problems. It was
felt that this mild deception was necessary, that an artificial barrier to
commurdcation might not be set uwp which would invalidate the assumptlon that
truly representative cpinions were being obtained, Therefore, to maintain
good faith, the names of the astronomers interviewed are withheld Crom this
report.

In all, L5 astronomers were interviewed, nearly always individually
except in a few cases where this was impossible. Eight observatories were
vigited and the Natlonmal Meeting of the American Astronomical Soclety in
Victoria, British Columbia, was attended on June 25 to June 28,

Because of the confidential and highly personal manner in which the
interviews quoted below were made, and to keep faith with the many astronomers
interviewed; whe; generally, were nct aware that amyrthing more than a personal
private talk between astronomers was going on, the names of the astronomers
will be withheld. They will be assigned letters, but the code will neot be
included in this report,
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Table 1 gives an informal evaluation of each astronomer as an ob=
garver, and, for some, their rating as a professional astronomer. These

ratings are based on my own personal opinionj they do not represent any fixed
levels of achievemant in the general field of astronomy.

TABLE 1. INFORMAL EVALUATICN OF ASTR.MNCMERS
PROVIDING DATA FOR THIS REPORT

Rating HRating as a Rating  Hating as a
As an professional as an professional
Astronomer observer astronomer Agtronomer obzerver astroncmer
A 3 - v 3 2
B i - W 3 -
L 3 = X 3 1
D 2 - 4 | =
E 3 - 2 - -
F 3 - AA - -
Q 1 - EE - -
H 2 - HE - -
1 i = ob 1 i
v 1 BE 1 -
k - = FF = =
L 1 - oo 1 1
H 1 - HE 2 1
N 3 1 11 2 2
0 2 3 o - =
P 3 3 Kk 1 -
Q 1 1 LL = -
R 1 = TS 2 -
3 2 = HH = -
T = - Q0 = =
U 1 = FP = -

KEey to ratings: 1 Excellent
2 Above average
3 Average
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ANIERVIEWS WITH ASTRONCGMERS

There follows a simple narrative of the interviews, after which the
opinions and advice of the astronomers will be pummarized.

Astronomer A has never made any sightings and knows of none in his
immediate acquaintance who have.

Astronomer B has made sightings of things which people would call
"{flying saucers" but hasn't seen anything that he couldn't explain, He has
geen birds at night flying in formation illuminated by city lights, but
probably not bright enough t¢ have been photographed because they were traveling
"pretty fast". Astronomer B wonders if some of the sightings are not due to
Havy secret weapons, since only the Navy has officially sald nothing about
flying saucers. Astronomer B was quite outspoken and feels that past methods
of handling the subject have been "stupid". He feels pilets should ncot be
hushed up, and that secrecy only whets the public appetite.

Astronomer C has made no sightings, and is quite reluctant to discuss
the subject. It is evident that he regards it as a falrly silly proceeding
and subject. Difficult to bring the conversation arcund to the subject.

Astronomer D has made no such sightings and does not know any associ-
ate who has, He is fairly sympathetic in the matter and appears open minded
on the subject,

Astronomer E has made no sightings, but heard the great Seattle
meteorite of May 11 at 1:30 a.m., Apparently, he is not much interested in

the subject.
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Astronomer F, from England, has made no sightings, but tells of the
reports of unidentified objects in England.

Astronomer E has made no sightings, nor have his associates.
Reasonably interested in talking about the subject, he clearly does not con-
sider it a topic of amy real importance as compared with the problems he is
interested in at the moment.

Astrenomer H has been assoclated with systematic meteor cbservation,
but not for any great length of time., He has made no sightings nor have his
assoclates, His meteor cameras have not picked up amy objects.

Astronemer ] has made no sightings and it was rather diffieult to
get him to talk about the subject at all, Clearly he does not regard it as a
problem of importance.

Astronomer J, who has had long experience at a meteor observatory,
has made no sightings btut clearly is very interested in the problem. He has
promised cooperation should any items come to his attentleon. He is very much
interested in seeing this problem cleared up., His professional rating is
excellent.

fstronomer L has made no sightings nor, as fer as he knows, have
any of his associates.

hstronomer B has made no sightings. FPolitely interested, but he
clearly dees not regard it as a major problem.

Astronomer N, with an excellent prefessional rating, has made no
gightings nor does he know of any associates who have. He said that astronomer

¥Whipple thinks the green fireballs observed in MNew Mexico are small asteroids,
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vwhereas the ordinary meteors are cometary fregnents. There is a further dis-

cusgion of this point later with reference to La Paz.

Astroncmer 0, whose professional rating is only moderate, has seen

Astronomer P, whose profossional rating alse is only moderate, has
soen none and does not consider the problem very important. (See footnote.)

Astronomer §, with an excellent professional rating, has seen no
unddentifiod objects but says that reports come in occasicnally from the
Fraser Rivoer walley ncrtheast of Vancouver. Apparently these siphtings have
been concerned with lights similar to the Lubbock 1ights.

Astronomer R has perscnally sighted an unldentified cbject, a light

. which lcomed across his range of vision; which was obstructed by an ocbservatory

dome, much faster than a plane and much slower than a meteor. If it had been
& plane, then its rapid motion could bo accounted for enly hy closeness, but
gince no motors were heard, this explanation was essentially ruled out, Light
was steadisr than that of & meteor and was observed for about three seconds.
Astronamer R does not ascribe any particular significance to this sighting,
except as 1t constitutes one of the manmy incomplete and unexplained sightings.
Astronomer R was not reluctant to talk about the gubject of flying saucers and
pointed out that we must not fall into tho arror of believing that we undar-

gtand all physical phenomena, Ag late as the year ‘]_HIII, it was thought im-

Footnote: 1he prolessional ratings ghven here show that 'sightings® amd
interest in the problem de not run imrersely preporticnal to the
professional rating of the astronomer.
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possibla that meteorites, "stones from heaven”, could fall from the sky.

There is no reason tc believe that a century and a half later all the physical
phenomena that exist have been discovered. Astronomer R is, however, violently
opposed to the sensational approach to this problem, He points out that many
scientists, or at least some scientists, have approached these sightings for
the sake of personal glory and publicity but not for the bemefit of the country.
He is also opposed to magazines such as Life setting themselves up as scientific
arbiters and passing scientific juadgment on sightings when not qualified to do
80. In short, Astronomer R believea this subject is serious encugh to be cone
sgidered as a scientific problem, and that it should be taken entirely out of
the sensational realm. He believes, for instance, that & group of serious
scientists should aim to help investigators by starting with a thoroughgoing
investigation of the "Lubbock lights™. This investigation would comprise not
enly a rehash of previous sightings, but an intelligent cocperative offort to
examing the world of physical phencnena and to see which of those, and which
scientific or physicel principles, might concelvably have led to these obser-
vations. He feels that the Lubbock incident is a particularly propitious one
to start with, since the obgervations were made by reliable observers in a
scientific atmosphere, and that, therefores, these gualified observers could
discuss with cther scientists thelr sightings in & dispassionate manner.
Astronomer B turncd cver the record of his sighting made at the instant of

the sighting, for whatever use it may be, Ho is interested in the problem

and eminently cooperative,.
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Astronomer S hes seun none and is not particularly interested in the
problem,

Astronomer T has personally secn nothing, but reccuntod the incident
at Selfridge Field which cccurred early in June, 1952, in which a group of
fliers from Selfridge Field was sont out to attaclk a targst over Lake Erds.
As they were approaching the target, the shore observers radiood "why don't
¥ou shoot? You are already in the target." This apparently is another examgle
of the fairly frequent radar "sightings".

Astroncmer U; Hugh Fruett, who docs not mind having his neme wsed,
is Northwest Negiomal Dircctor of the American Moteor Scciety. Although
getting on in yoars, he has had a great deal of oxperience with meteor obser-
vation. He ovinced considerable interest and cocperatiomn in the problem, and
I took the liberty of asking him to cooperato with this endsaver in tracking . .,
down metoeor sightings which might be associated with reports on flying saucers.
Ho is wall acquainted with all the officers and members of the Amcrican Meteor
Society, and he could provide considerable help in assembling a pancl of con-
gulting astronomors. FPrustt. plotted the flight of the grest Scattle meteor
from hundrods of reports. Ho is an avid "tracker-downer' of such things, and
he can boe of considerable asgistance in these matters. He himself has not
made amy unexplained sightinga. I chocked my knowledge of moteors with him
and corroboratced the points that there are many meteors that are green, that
gome drop vertically, that some wobble, somc have noisc a&ssoclated with them,
gnd some have boen seen as long as 25 geconds. There is one record in the

literature of a metecr that lasted 50 soconds, bot this secoms hardly possible,
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Prustt, although he obgarved no objocte, did hear a wery loud nelsc ahove the
elouds early one morming which he does not believe was aircraft. He asked the
local radio station to helpj his phone was kept busy for four hours. There is
no question that the noise existed, but no one saw amything.

Astronomer ¥V has made no sightings. He was so interosted in apeaking
of his own troubles that it was impeasible to bring the conversation around to
sciontific problems. His professional rating is only intermediate.

Astronomer 1/ was difficult to interest in the subject and did not
admit %o having seen amything.

Astronsmer L, with a high professlonal rating, has made no sightings
and exhibits an extromely negative attitude toward the whole problem, He
fecls that &ll sightings cxcopt tho green fircballs are mercly misreprosonta=-
tions of familiar objects, apd he has no paticnce with the subject. He
boliovas that La FPag should have cnough dota to get the heipghts of the grecn
fireballs; and therefore settile the questlon. La Paz; vwhen questioned later,
gaid he did have pufficlent obscrvaticne and the objects were clght to ten
miles high. Astroncmer R, who happuned to be present when Astronomer X was
Pgounding of ', apain reitorated that it would be a good idea for some
agtronomer to take a responsible attitude towesrd this problem, and that we wlll
get no place by morely pooh-poching it.

Astronomcr ¥ has made no sightings but has stated; "If I saw one; I
wouldn't say armything about it". Thia statement led the conversation into the
question of what conditions would have to be met beford he would report it.

The answor from him was the same as from scvoral other astromomers, that if
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they were promised complete anonymity and if they could report their sichtings
to a group of seriocus, respected scientists who would regard the problem as a
scientific ona, then they would be willing to cooperate to the very fullest
extent. Astronomer I suggested that an article be written in some astronomical
Journal informing the astronomical world that a reliable clearing house for
such information exists. (See footnote.) Astronomer ¥, and others, were of
the strong opinion that the astronomical werld should be informed through
reliasble chennels ag to what the Alr Porce is doing in tracking down these
gstories, and what is being done to put the investigation of such incidentz on
a scisntific basis.

Astronomer 2, from Cermany, has sighted nonc himself but tells that
Flying saucer reports alsc exist in Cermany, but he belisves that many may have
been introduced by the Occupation Forces, Ho reports that rumors are frequent
that tha flying saucers might be from Hars, but that these reports are taken
by the intelligent simply as American propagands to cover up the existence of
gecret weapons, Or, they say, il not the Amoricans; then the Sovistal.

Astronomer AA, from En;land, has made no sightings himscli. He tells
that such sightinpgs are talked about in sngland, however., The cnly specifiec
case he knows amything about is that of the falling ice which killed the sheep.
Thease vary handy "flying sauwcera” served a very pood purpose in getting arcund
meat rationing because wheén a sheep was Kllled, obviously for tatle wusc, the
blame was put to Talling ice. The svories emded when e chemical examination
of the only acthentic case of such a fall showed tha ice to hawve wric acld in

it, This 1led to a change in the sanitetion routines aboerd the BOAC plamesl]

Footnober 1The WILLer does not 4prec wibh GHLS 85 1L WCUld aiMost LmmediateLly
fall into the hands of the press and the ensuing publicity would
be a strong deterrent to the roceipt of reports.

REST W UNCLASSIFIED




e
RESTRICTED
SECURITY INFORMATION
® UNCLASSIFIED
=]l=

Astronomer BB has made no sighting porsenally, but informed the
writer that he would talk to a reputable committee of scientists if he did see
amything.

Astronomer CC has made no sightings himself although he has beon in
a very good position to do so. He was reluctant to discuss the matter to any
extent.

Astronomer DD, with a top professicnal raling, has seen nothing par=
sonally, nor docs he know of amy of his associates whe have. Interested in
the problem, he feels that a scicmtific pancl could provide the answor,

Astronomer ER has nover seen any uncexplainable objects. He has seccn
& phonomenon widich meat poople would have said was a "flying saucer", This

. turned out to be & buacon light describing a conc of light, part of which
intercepted a high cirrus cloud. This led to a series of elliptical lights
moving in one direction and never coming back,

Astronomer FF has scon none himself, but recontly roceived a ropert
from a ranger who 2aid he was an amateur astronomerj he reported a bright light
but said that 1t was not & meteor. Astronomor FF sald his recitation of the
incident was very dramatic. Astronomer FT suggestod sending up 2 comtrol
"flying saucer™ to see how many roports come back, Apparcntly he had in

mind an extromely bright rocket er perhaps a spectacular balloon. (See footnote.)

Footnoto: Again, L do not tHink much of this astronomer's suggeetion. 1t
would serve to tell us how nany people will report an unusual in-
cidont, which mumber can be compared with the mmber of poople who

roport a typical sighting; if the numbers agrec then this would be somc proof

that an actual object had beon sighted in the latter cases. The confusion
that would be created by thiz manowrer iz hardly worth the while. BRecently,
. the ballecn sighting over Columbus gives us, in effcct, the some rosults that
hstronomer FT osuppested. Certainly in this cose hundreds; if not thousands
or mors pecple saw the ballcons which, incidentally, were not spectacularly
(Footnote contiruced on page 12.)

R EST mn UNCLASSIFIED




RESTRICTED

SECURITY INFORMATION
UNCLA SSIFIED
=]1f=
Astronomer 06, with an excellent profcessional standing, and coopora=
tive and highly rospected, has made no sightings personally. He concurs with
others that a committes of scientists to approach the problem of flying saucers
would be a goed idea. Astronomcr 00 had the sugiesticn that S5t, Elmeo's fire
ghould be induted artificlally to sec if this iz one of the csuses of the
mmerous sightings of lighta bty pilots,
Astronomer HH, whose professicnal rating is exccllent, has made no
gightings personally. Ho agreed that tho conditions under which he woold talk

would be complets apomyrdty In reporting to & commitiee or cven to one roputable

agtronomar in whom he had full confidance.

Astronomer II, with an adeguate professicnal rating, has nade two
sightings personally. The sightings wore two yoars apart. The first sighting,
which wes witnessced alsc by an astropnomer not interviowod on this trip,
oeocurred in this manner: A transport plane travelling wost made quite = bit
of noisc ond Astronomer 11 locked up to watch it. He thon noliced, above the
transport and going nmorth, a cluster of five ball-bearing-like objocts. They
movod rapidly and wore not in sight very long. Two years after this sipghting,
ho sighted a single such objoet which disappoarsd from sight by aceclerating,
probably by turring but not by going up quickly. Astronomer IT is willing to
cooperate but does not wish to heve notoriety. Mewerthiloss, he would furmdsh

further details, and Obgervers Quostionnaircs should be sent to him.

Footnote Contimued: Eright and could casily have escapod dotiction. LU 18

interesting to note that the public at lorge is becoming
mora aware of things which might pass for flying sauwcers and arc becoming leas
gullible and trigger happy. The quality of ruperts should be poing up, and it
goema that proater degree of crodenco coan be given to sightings reported by a
group of poople in cach ease., It is bocoming less likely that any large group
of pecple will be fooled by ordinary or even unusual sireraft, balloons, er
meéteors. This wes not the case before the turn of the half century.
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hstronomer JJ hos made no sightings himsolf, but sgrees en the
policy of reporting to a duly constituted pancl if he should sec any.

hstronomer KK has made no sightings and was not particularly intcr=-
ested in the problem,

hstronomer LL, Dr. La Faz, has already had so much publicity in Life
magaeine that there a.]ﬁpﬂara te bo no reasen for keeping his namc socret. He
is the Dircctor of the Institute of Muteorisdeh. at the University of Hew
Mexdco , and is cooperative in the extrame. One sighting of his has been
doseribed in Life magagine and alse fully in 051 reports. He has mode exton-
sive reports about the groen fircball sightings in New Hexice in 0SI roporta
alsgo,

The discussion of green fireballs with many cstronomers disclosed
that most of them woere of the opinion thet these were natural objects, How-
ever, closc gquostioning revealed that they know nothing of the actual sightings,
of their frogquency or anything much zbout them; and therefore cannot be taken
gaericusly. This is characteristic of scicntistes in pencral when speaking
about subjocts which arc net in thuir own iemediate field of comeern.

Dr. La Paz has seon only one grocn flrcbell himself, but has been avid in
collecting reports on the others. Betause his full reports are in the G581
files; only the salient points will be discussed here. It appeers that the
green fireballs san be characterized by being extremely bright, mest of them
lighting wp the sky in the daytime, cstimated magmitude =12, which iz eccbromely
bright. They appear to come in bunches and at one time 10 were observed in

13 days. No noise is asscciated with thom despite their brightness. The
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light appears to be homogeneous, and their light curve resembles a sguare wave,
that is, 1t comes on abiuptly, remains constant while burning, and goes out
exceedingly abruptly, as though it is snapped out by a push-button. They leave
no trails or traina. As to their color, La Paz is aware of the fact that other
meteors have a green color, but he insists that this is adifferent green,
corresponding to the green line in the copper spectrum (5218 Angstrom units),
These objects generally move in a preferential north-south, south-north
direction.

If these data are correct; that is;, if this many objects actually
were sesn, all extremely bright, all having this particular green coclor, all
exhibiting no noise, all showing a preferential direction, all being homo=-
geneous in light intensity, all snapping ocut very quickly, and gll leaving no
trails, then we can ssy with assurance that these were not astronomical objects.
In the first place; any cbject as bright as this should have been reported from
all over the world., This does not mean that any one object could have been
seen all over the world, but if the earth in its orbit encountered, for some
stranges reason; a group of wvery large meteors, there is no reason that they
should all show up in New Mexico, Besides, copper iz neot a plentiful element
in meteors; and the typical fireball goes from dim to bright to very bright teo
bright and then fades ocut fairly fast; often breaking inte many parts. They
frequently leave a trail of smcke in the daytime and of luminescence at night.
It i= recormended that the OS5I reports be obtained, and that the sightings of

these fireballs be examined in deteil,
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If the data as r ported by La Paz arc correvet, thun we do have a strange
phenomuna here indeed,

Astrenemor MM has not scen any. He happened to bo with me, how=
ever, while I intcrviowed somo loymen who hod scen some aluminum-colored disca.
He was most impressed by the consistency of their stories.

hstronomer NN is Clyde Tombaugh, whe has already boen idontified in
the Life article. He has made two sightings, the first of which is the one
reperted in Life magagine and the second was reported te me. The details ean
be obtained by sending him & questionnaire, as he is willing to cooperate.
Briafly, while at Tclescope No. 3 et White Sands, ho observed an object of =6
mognitude (four times brighter than the planct Vonus at its brightost) travelling
from the pomdth to tho southern herigon in about threc seconds. The object
oxecuted tho same mamuwevers as the ndghttime luminous objeet which wos reported
in Lﬂi magagine. No sound was associatod with either of tho sightings.

Mr. Tombaugh is in charge of optiecs dogign and rockot tracking at
White Sands Proving Ground. He sald that if he is requested officianlly, which
can be done by a letter to the Commanding Oenesral, Flight Determination
Laboratory, Whitc Sande Froving Qround, Las Cruces, New Mexice, he will be
gable to put his toloscopes at White Sands at the disposal of the Adir Force,

.He can have observers alertod and ready to toke phetographs should some objoct
appenar. I strongly rucommand that this letter be sent.

fstronomer 00 1s a meteor observer at the Harvard Moteor Stetdon in
New Mexdica. Although relatively now on the Jjob, he observed two lighte while

en watch at 1:30 a.m, that moved mech too fast for a plane and much too slow
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for & metecor. Tho two lights werc white and moved in o parallel direction,
It i8 rocormonded thet an Observer's (uestionnaire be sont to this cbsarver,
as his sighting bears & resemblance to tho sighting made by Astronomor E. It
wog impossible to obtain full details of these sightings becawsc this would
heve classcd me as an official investigator. The details of these sightings
should be obtaincd by official quostlonnaires,

A mcteorologist at the Lowell Cbscrvatory is identificd hera as
cbsarver PP. He wns not interviewed, but a clipping was obtained from a
Flagstaff nowspaper covering his obsorvations made on May 27, 195%0. The object
was observoed betwsen 12:15 and 12120 p.m. on Saturday, May 20, from the grounds
of the Lowell Obsorvatory. The cbject pres.ntod a bright visible disc to the
naked coye and passed moderstoly rapidly in front of a fractocwmlus cloud in
the rnorthweat. WUpon pessing in front of the cloud its appcaronce changed from
that of a bright object to a dark objoct; duc to the change in contrast. Heo
origine nolsc wes heard; nor was thore sny cxhausts It scems that this might
have boen a weather balloon but in this case it would bo strange if this
meteorologist would bocome confused by it: He reports that it woes not moving
with tho wind, but across the wind.

Finally, in this survey of astronomers, my nssoclates end T at the
Perkine Obscrvatory should be included. Thorc are six of us there, and to
the best of my knowledge, none of us has ewver scon any unexplainable object in
the skiua.

While in Albugucrque, I met, through Or. La Paz, a Dr. Evorton Conger,

Instructer in Journslism at the Umiversity of New Hexico. On July 27, 1518,
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betwoon 8:3% and B:LS a.m. he notlced & dise-shaped objoet in the sky. It was
flat ana round like a flat plate. It appeoarcd to boe mode of duralumirum and
gave off reflected light vory similar to the light reflected from a highly
polished airplane wing: The full details of M=z sighting are in my motogs. I
obtained his cooperatlon and he would be vory glad to Iill out an official
questionnaire,

I also interviewod, while in Albuguorque, Mr. Redman and Mr. Morrds,
the two gontlemon whosu pieturc appearcd in Life magasine in the now-famous
articla on flying saucors. I gquestioned thom suparately and found that thoir
storics wore romarkably consistont, Indeed; since thoy vicwed the objoct from
widaly differont parta of the city, there is some possibility that the parallax
of the object can be obtained by making theodelito sightings now on wherce the
object appearcd to tham. The pesition of the object can be idantificd now
betavsc it was viowoed elosc to 4 canmyon im the mountains, Dr. L& Paz has

kindly offered to obtain the parallax of this objoct for us.

SUMMLARY AND DISCUSSION

Over L0 astronomors were intorviow.d of which five had made sightings
of onz sort or ancther. This is & higher percentage than ameng the populace
at large, Porhaps this is to be expected, since astronomers do, after all,
watch the skics. On the othor hand, they will not likely be fooled by balloons,

aircraft, and similar objocta, as may thc gencral populace,
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It 18 intoresting to romark upon the attitude of the astropnomers
interviowed., The groaot mojority wore neithor hostile nor overly intorestody
thoy gave one tho gemoral fooling that all flying saucer roports could be ox=-
plained as misroprosontations of woll-known objects and thet therc wns nothing
intrineie in the sitvation to cause comcern. I took the time to talk rather
seriocusly with g fow of them;, and to ccquaint them with the fact that some of
the sightings were truly puzezling ond not &t all easily oxplaimable. Their
intercst was almost immediately erousced, indieating that their goencral lethargy
is duc to lack of information on the subject., 4And ccortainly cnother contributing
factor to their dosire not to tolk about those things is thedr overwhelming
fear of publicity. One headline in the naticen's pepers to the effect that
nhstronomer Sces Flylng Sewcer" would be encugh to brand the astronomer os
quéstionable omong his collcagoes. Since I was able to talk with the men in
confidence,; I was ablc to gather vory much more of tholr inner thoughts on the
subject than a reporter or an interrogator would howe boecen gble to do,  Actual
hostility is rare; concern with their own immediste scicentific probloms 1s too
great. Thore sooms to boe no convondent mothed by which to attack this problem,
and most astropomars do not wish to become invelved; not only because of the
danger of publicity but bocoausc the data soom tonuous and unrcliable.

Thorefore, it is my considered rocommondation thet the following
procedure bo adopted by the Adir Force;

First, the problom of unddentificd acrial objects should bc given the
status of 2 scientific problem. In anmy scicntific problem, the data are

gathered with meticulous carc and are welphod and considercd, without rush, by
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entirely compotont men. Thercferc; it is proposcd that some ruputable growp
of scientists be asked to cxomine rocent sightings which have alroady gono
through ono or two secrecnings. If this group bec moa convinced that the data
are worthy of buing treated as o scicntific problem, that is, that the sightings
arg valid and that uncxplaincd phenemona really do cxist, thon they should be
asked to wouch that these data are "worthy of buing admittcd inte court®.
Armed with tlds sciontdfic opimdon, vardious sciontific socictics should be
approached. The imerican Fhysicel Seciety, tho imcrican Astromomical Socloty,
and the Optical Secicty of Amcrice orc suggoested, in particular. Those Societiss
should be asied, in vicew of the validity of tho data, to appoint onc or more
mambers to constitutc a panel to advise ATIC and porhaps to dircet the necose
gary roscarches into the phenomcna. This would sorve not enly to work toward
an wWltimate solution of the problem, but in the meantimo would lend dignity
to the projoect.

In short, either the phonomena which have bocn observed are worthy
of sclentifie attention er they are not., If they are, thon the entire problom
should be treated scicntifically and without fanfarc. It is prosumed that the
scicntific panel would work with the full knowledge and cooperation of the
gencral contractor, btut would not be bound by sccrocy, which would tend to
hamper their werk., It is pessible that this panel might be = pancl in the RDB,
gimilar to those in geodesy, infrared, or uppcr atmesphorie rvscarch.

In the meanting, 1t is recommonded that the Alr Foree opproach the
Joint Clhcfs of Steff for cndorscment of o considured statement of philosophy

and poliey for prasontation to the publiec press. There is much confusion in
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tho public mind as to what is boing dome about the situation, and a groat doal

of ncedlces criticism is being directed toward the Alr Forcos for "trying to
cover up" or "dismissing the whole thing". Thoe considercd statamont to the
public prosa that the problem is beinr considored as a sciontific ono and is
boing reforred to competent scicntlats in various ficlds should do a very great
deal in satisfying the public clamour.

It may be, of course, that this proposal will net get beyond tho first
step. The scicntist, or sciuntists, who cxamime the carefully screoned evidence
may decide there still is not enough cvidence to edmit the problem into the
court of sciontifiec oppeal. Personally, I hardly think that this will bo the
case, since the mumbor of truly pussling incidents is now impressive.

The second stage may be a long one. The first cffeort should be to
detorminoe with groat accuracy what the phonomena to be caplained roally are
and to cstablish their reality beyond all question,

Third stage would be thoe evontual publication of the findings of the
scientific pansl. This might takc the form of a progress report. If, for
instance, the sciuvntific chase is led into a detailed oxamination of atmespheric
optica, one can envision, perhaps, many yoars of work. This however, is the
prico one pays for o truly scicntific investigetion.

Cne final itom is thet the flylng-saucer sightings hove not diad
down, as was confldently predicted somc yuars ago whon the first deluge of
sightings was rogarded os mass hysteric, Unless the problem is sttacked
gciontifically, wo can lock forward to purledic recurrences of flying-saucer
raports, Tt appcors, indeed, that the flylng sauwcer along with the automobile
is hore to stay, ond if we can't shoo it away, we must try to understand it,
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While in Los Angoloa, I was asked to appear in a TV progrom with
Gorald Herd, tho BBC scionco analyst) with Walter Riddel, the rocket caport;
&nd with Aldous Hwdey. Thoy werc to have a round=-table discussion en flying
saucors, I declined immodiatoly but was prevailed wpon te be in the studio
when the program was in progress. I oam afraid that my prescnce as an astronomer
Ferampod their style" to a great degrees, bubt nonethelcss the program had the
gencral effcet of convincing the heerers thet flylng soucers did exists There
wos vory little constructive sbout the program. It comsistod of o rohash of
all tho things we have hoord =0 moch zbout alresedy. It mdght be profitable,
for instence, %o have a TV program, sponsorod by the Adir Foreo, acguainting
the public with the problem of flying saucers as o scientific problem. Though
suggustod Jokingly, thers might be some point to this, if this inmvcatigation

cver pots to the scicntific panel stage.
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