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8th District 0SI (IG)
PO Box L0l
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1k October 1950
SUBJECT: Unidentified Flying ObJjects over Oak Ridgs, Tennsssee

TO: Distriect Commandsr
8th District 0SI (IG)
Marvell A¥B, Als.

Thies letter is to cemfirm spot rspert gi'ﬁ:an your headquarters on
13 October 1950.

Beginning at 2325, EST 12 October 1950 a total of elaven (311) oh-
Jecte an ed an een of the =1 Alr
arce Radar Stat at McGhes-Tyson Al ille, Tennesses. _The
ob jects be ar cn th edge of ths Osk Ridge controlled
arsa and procesedsd south for about twenty (20) to thirty five (35) miles
at the rate of 100 to 125 mile psr hour, at an altituds of 1000 to 5000
feot, on a couwrse of 170 to 230 degress and with densities varying from
tha.t of 1ight liaison aircraft up to that of a C-47 type alrcraft.

at 233__ and the fighter vas airborme at 2339. @ 3
"65'_&_5 (3) specific targetis on stern aprroaches at distances of one

and eight (8) miles respectively. Om each occasion the fighter appeared
to intercept the target on the ground radsr scresn; howsver, on sach occas-
ian the crev of the fightsr observed ne targest slther visually or on their
airborne radar screen. Ths aircraft returned to the airport at 001k.

Aftsr the sighting of ths unidentified tergets the Oak Ridge Security
Patrol was alerted and attempts at ground observations were mads; hovever,
nothing could be seen or heard from the grownd. At 0100 more objects,
baving the sams readings as previously, appeared omn the screen. On this
occasion no attempt at fighter interception vas mades. Ground observation
results in the Oak Ridge area were negative.

During the above sightings Festern Alr Defense Force Hesdquarters vas
notified and checked for possible flights in the area. Checks were also
made with flight service at Atlanta and Marvell AFB. A1l checks proved
negative.
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: :i On the afterpoon of 13 October 1950 the umdersigned accompanied offic-
4mls of the Security Division Atomic Energy Division and the Enoxville CIC
“ " office to the radar station vhere a conference vas held with officers aof
t-l ~<s"4the radar station and a team of radar experts from Eastern Air Defense Hagd-
quarters, HFumerous explenation such as flocks of migratory birds, clouds,
a flight of light planes fram the nsardby Oliver Springs Alrport, etc, were
ruled out. One explanation advanced that it might have been dus to
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atmospheric conditiens. Further attempts to explain the sightings vers
postpaned until a complete report was prepared by the radar station and

. mntil ths RADF team had checked ths various Air Force Cammands and the

other services.
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® Tn an evaluatiom of ths above sightings the following conditions

'j

aho'uld be considsred: i

the controller, is considered to be & campetent and

v ll qu.ali’ied radar officar.

B. The CPS-1 radar set undergoes daily maintenance. Such maintesnance
vas performed on 12 October at 1600. Checks were made om the
equimment during snd after the sightings and found to be in good
operating conditiom.

e. The crew of the fighter plane is ooﬁéiderod to be cne of the four (k)
bsst in the 52nd Fighter Group.

d. Weather comditions during the incident were excelent. The sky
was cloudless, the ai_r wes practically calm and visidbility wvas
excellent. & ®, pilot of the F-82, reported thst he had made

b 7£ visual gightings oa.rlier in the sems evening at a distsnce of ten
(10) to fifteen (15) miles.

A more complete report will be rendered as soon as the findings of
the EADF are leernsd snd wvhen the radar station report is ccmpleted

WILLTAM M. PRICE
s/A osI
Dsteactnment Coumendsr
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