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Nakhon Phanom RTAFB, T
EVALUATION: BOUACE INFORMAYION ) .
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SOURCE: . i
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B Eerly on the morning of 24 August 1969, the pilot of a base aircraft -
sserved what he thought to be a helicopter, with folded rotor blades , on the | ..
round approximately five miles north-northeast of Nakhon Phanom Royal Thai
Lr Foice Base, He also reported seeing a large, omni-directionel light: A |: .
dyal:Thai Army sweep-of the area,met with negative results.. Subsequent -checks,. : - .
wvover, disclosed that a religious procession passed through the general.area | - o

iring the same time period and that the pilgrims garried with them two large |- -~ = *
sremonial ‘drums -suspended between two long poles. One of the participants

leo carried.a powerful electric lantern which,when an alrcraft was noted ,'%“ '
ireling overhead, he pointed skyward, ' ' BNV,
. : N ' ’ :

Jri

oo . ' .

r ’ A -
. I Infornation contained in paragreph 2 below was provided by the . .
irector of Intelligence, 56th Special Operations Wing, Nakhon'Phanom Royal
i Alr Force Base (RTAFB), Thailand. . The source of the information.in, para-
caph.3 (5106-ASP-6J) is a resident ‘of Ban Ram Rat, Nakhon Phanom Province -

TH

10.has contributed in the past, but whose reliability is still unknown. The QP a9
smtributor of the information in paragraph 3, and. source of the information “m‘ﬂ i

1 .paragraph 4, (-5106-)\8]’-6}, is-a member.of an official Thai agency who has ° \?.N- 4 :
mtributed in the past, but whose reliability has not yet been fully PO A B
stablished, - : . o * Y of
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AL upprox]'mwly 0033 hours,

.‘!"‘

Light ‘obsorvutlon uircralt {0V-10) observed

sronnd - approxi

an-esarlior Base .
cor.1andim. The alrcraft orbitted the sighting
Mg ha thoughit to bo a large,
)n:his néxt puss,
1lattice structure, which he said could have be
sotor. blades folded, He next observed the objec
\djdcent to the road., The pilot vectored the ar
location as VE 652280, - USAF Security Police vrep

‘.—;'2'.“—-.---- ALt
24, August 1969, the pilot of a fixedwing
an unidentificd object on the
mately. flve .miles north-northeast of Nakhdn Phanom RTAFE,
the" time, the pilot was searching for unidentified flying objects pursuant to |
Comnand Post-request made while the OV-10 was on final-approach  : ./

omni-directional light on .
the pilot sighted 15-25 individusls® gathered around a - RSN I

\ §"™8TOR 05T District 51,
§ Bangkok, Thailand

'1(‘. rave Alerd?

TR

and the pilot observed

area, S
a stretch of road, LR

en a helicoptér with its. _ i
t belng moved into trees I A

ea and pin-pointed the ke

résentatives subsequently:-
Ban Na Mun Hin (VE 668235) to

wdvised that a sweep of the sighting area, from
the. vicinity of Ban Ram Rat (VE 641280), by Royel Thal Army (RTh) personnel
setween 0100 and 0400.hours, 24 August 1969 produced no results, nor did a .
joint RTA-USAF Security Police search at 1100 hours the same day. (0s1

jvaluation re helicopter sighting: F-5). \

i
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: on the night of 23-24 August 1969, some.
twenty. Thai National residents of Ban Sang Hin (VE 6822.49) reportedly
travelled to and from the Wat Si Sa-at, located in Ban Ram Rat (VE 641280), to
sake -an of fering. . This religious procession followed the country road to Ban
am Rat; pussing through Ban Nong Bua (VE 668265) and Ban Khok Sawang (VE -
557278). On their return trip, between Bun Nong Bua &énd Ban Sang Hin, mombe re
of the group noticed an aircraft circling overhead, One of the villagers, whg
4a8 carrylng & portable eleotric lantern to 1ight their path, shined his 1light
apward at the plane, Source (5106-ASP-6J) stated that this incident occurred
sometime between 2400 hours.23 August and 0100 hotfrs 24 August 1969. (F=3). |

4 JE In an effort to obtain further details, $106-ASP-8, supra, travelled
to Ban Seng Hin, where he questioned a villuger (NFI) who allegedly took.part
in the. pi.lgr'im.age to Wat Si Sa-at, This villager confirmed the information <o
received from 5106-ASP-6J, and provided the following additional detailss :

3.;:- 5106-ASP-6J. reported that

a; The religious procession left Ban Sang flin at approximately 2000 hour-si,
23 August 1969, arrived at the wat two hours later, and departed.for home
again at 2330 hours. Enroute, the villagers travelled along the country
road move or less'ina single file, Some carried flashlights to light the way,
‘and &t least one villager carried a powerful electric lantern. On the return
trip, the pilgrims carried with them two large ceremonial drums. Due to the
welght of the drume, they were susponded between ' two long poles, with
BeVeral . persons supporting each pole. (F=3).

-. b, .When the procession was rearing home, totween Ban Nong Bua and Ban
Sang Hin, members of the group ocbserved an aircraft circling overhead, ané = | °
the villager with the electric lantern directed its beum at the plane, When {. 1
the planc continued to circle, and began to come lower, somé memvers of the
group became frightened and ran into the woods along the roud. After the

aircraft left the area, the group continued on its way, arriving at Ban Sang -
Hix;__l?e_twqer_l 0100 and 0130 hours, 24 August 1969, (F-—BS. (See attached L
sketeh)e - o P A

R : o '
COMMENTS OF .THE APPROVING OFFICER: I The information in peragraphs 3 and 4 |
ebove, was furnished the Commander and Director of Intelligence, 56th Special
Operations Wing and 56th Security Police Squadron, Nakhon Phanom RTAFB, upon
receipt, o ' ' ’

B vnile the location of the pilot's sighting and the route aseribed to the

religious procession do not coincide precisely, their proximity and the oo
‘coincidence of timing mzkes it apparent that tne "helicopter with folde :
~ ) E"vh“‘.\ﬁlt‘lﬁ(lI"F.'llz_*-f\"l\f_—:'r“tw'ﬂl)'!!".rl‘f-'l‘!!hw‘ﬂ'ﬁ'::!' . \
\\ 5 4 |
N ' B
RPN i 8
airy ” ! _ ;
mwurgna{;?ﬂz{vf—: e T PR R A TSI A I 341
EANIT Kl [ FLPLAGLO QA FONK 10461, 1 AVO CU
)D IRLIU AT k SIS eI e e P antead A et e ¥ LMD DA FING RILTT AUR AV Wiy

i

f

ety

,

= P S SRR R

T

TR R

G e b




... . . ‘- s i st ,.- E.

I . . ' \ wrruat ko 1 656 '011]. 69. - ¥

. eaak 3 or j‘_ raens

" —  gPRomAToR OS] District 51, - P

PR S e T S Bangkok, Thatlang

rotor blddea" was probably no more that tho poles supporting. large ceremonial “,'"f'""'

irums, The location pinpointed by the OV-10 pilot is little more '_ohan a mile | -

from a line between Ban Nong Bua and Ban Saug Hin, and such dn error would :
10t be unreasonable considering the sighting was made from & moving obser-

vation point at night. Further, the possibility existis thut RTA personnel,
searching for the ground object originally reported, may have come across

information pointing to the religlous procession, but fatled to report it.
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@llReder end visual sightings of UrDs, such &s that being checked out by the
OV-10 pilot in this instance, are not a new phonomenon, particularly at night.
A January 1969 report lists seven UFO sightings at Nakhon Phangm RTAFB for
the'period 28 November 1968 to 1 January 1969 aldne,l Attempts by base recon-
naigsance aircraft to further identify the objects wers unsuccessful., .
Noting.these unresolved reports, tho 7/13th Air Force Director of Intelligence
offered several comments and possible explanationss

Erba gl e S

3 3y 1

-a. On 28 November 1968, the Thai Border Patrol Police (BPP) began an
operation involving four to six BPP and Royal Thai Army -(RTA) helicopters, in

f
4
£

the vicinity of some of the sightings nortiiwest of the base, While Thai
pilots- had historically been roluctant to fly at night, & recent full moon
had made night flying almost as easy as daytimo operations, and pilots of i
both the BPP ‘and RTA had béen known to accomplish night flights, Centralized].
control of these agencies' autonomous counter—ingurgency operations is weak, { -
howeVer, and Thai units fraquently filed [lights plans with the Air Defense |
Surveillance System only after the fact, if at all, !

b. Alternatively, the UFOs sighted might haye beon’ aircraft on clun-
destine -flights by US agencies, as such flights are often completed without
details being released to traffic control offices. Though it is possible .
that the i1llicit flights were friendly, for :purposes of privatsgain, plegsure
or smuggling, there was no evidence at the -time to substantiate that .

. ¢c. During November and early December, radar gear in Thailand, particularly Y
Ground Controlled Approach (GCA) scopes, have historically yielded large B
numbers of returns from natural or cultural phenonmena, e.g., temperature. : i
inversions, balloons from falrs and religious - celebrations, migratory birds, | :
and kites, In November 1967, Hepdquarters 7/13th Air Force conducted an : ‘
experiment at. Udorn RTAFB, where GCA scopes wers reporting more than fifteen- e
unidentified returns, In a spin of ten minutes, human obseTvers phyeically | -
sighted scores of bulloons, -three flocks of migratory birds, several kites, - '

-plus at'least four-local helicopters. These sighting, even of friendly i
flights, could not be correlated with GCA and ‘other electronic returns,

' d. In analysing the threat.of helicopters:penstrating Thailand-or.-supporting) =
insurgent forces, a preliminary study of the technical factors.involved - R R

determinod that landing holicopters in remote jungle clearings et night to
airlift personnel or materiel was highly dangerous, particularly without
sophisticated navigational and landing aids. ‘Additionally, the nearby Commu=| *

1

‘nist ‘or_neutral countries from which the helicopters might come do. not. . o
‘presently possess adequate numbers of low/slow aircraft to support their own o
field forces, officlals or units by air, without conslidering any high risk .j. -
extra~territorial. missions. _ ' o
"W, e, In 1967, unidentified gircraft activity, purportedly in support of .. \E
Comiunist insurgents inside Thailand, seemed to preoccupy Thai officials Y

until U S, resources provided Hawk anti-aircraft missiles. Then, in a speech| : .

of acceptance and. thanks, General PIIRAPHAT, Deputy Prime Minister, said the
helicopter threat from outside.Thailand had ended or come under control.
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1t would not seem necessary for.insurgents to use ‘helicopters for crossing! ™ MR
into Thailand, Evidence indicates that mich of the Thai-Laotian border can °

»e- crosseéd at ground: lével-without a great deal of difficulty, affording a Tt ’: e
*ar cheaper, safer and. less obvious means of infiltration or exfiltration, |~ . ¥
‘et Thai military and police agencies continue to report helicopter sightings,|. .
sr fail to report conflicting information-which might derogate claims of heli-|-
sopter activity, This phenomenon may reflect the fact that the presence of : 4
1elicopters would be evidence of "exterrally supported aggression," and A
srovide an explanation of Thailand's insurgent movement which fortuitously y
smits any possibility of an internsl cause. A recent self-analysis by the o
fhai government Communist-suppression agency in-mid-South Thailand provides a ;
lotably perceptive insight into a facet of Thaipersondlity which affects i s
additio the gathering and validity of intelligence information from the -
field, -- The report cautions-government officiuls agalnst their prevalent .
attitude that no report of insurgent activity is sufficiently important to
send forward unless it has been bulwarked with reforences to unidentified
upport helicopters, transceivers and AK rifles, or the presence of some .
famous guerilla leader,2 SR _

(U) Information coordinated with J-2 USMACTHAI/JUSMAGTHAI.

. 151D IIR 1 656 0003 69, dated 9 January 1969, files $6-713/03/5. o
2as Bangkok FTB 14,475, "Thai Report on Insurgency in the Kid-South, Entitled
CSQD's Opinion of the Communist Situation in Mid-South Thailand, dated 11
“August 19697, ST R _
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