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Tasmania 
(Continued from Page Seven) 

giving TUFOIC its busiest period since 
the New Norfolk sjghtings of December 
1971. 

On the evening of March 27th at 9:30 
p.m. a Lenah Valley resident reported a 
bright orange light that descended the 
northern slapes of Mt. Wellington. The 
light circled halfway down the 
mountainsjde, then returned over the 
mountain top to the SW. This was 
followed on the same night by a sighting 
at 3 a.m. (28th) from Kempton of a 

light atop White Hill. The 
round half-moon-sized light was in sight 
for about a minute. The light then 
seemed to drop down behind the hill and 
no sound was heard at the time. The DCA 
said there were no planes in the area and 
the weather WBI' overcast. A search of the 
hilltop shortly afterwards by TUFOIC 
failed to nnd any marks or explanation of 
the sighting. 

Red light reports continued to come 
to hand, the next being from Chigwell at 
8 p.m. on the evening of the 28th. This 
time a red liaht was seen by several 
people as it travelled north over the hills 
in the Old Beach area. The Light was in 
view for a minute or more. What puzzled 
the witnessei most of all was when the 
Ji&bt dropped to the ground in the Old 
Beach area, then shortly after just went 
out. No exact location could be given 
where the Liaht landed and inquiries at 
Old Beach itself proved negative. The 
DCA once again said that no planes 
were flyinl at the time of the report. 

The red liibt saga continued when 
TUFOIC learned that at 7 p.m. (just prior 
to the Ghigwell report) a shimmering grey 
egg to football-shaped object with two 
infrared lights had been seen at 
Adventure Bay. Dover, where the nrst 
sighting was reported, is t S miles west 
and Hobart 30 miles north of Adventure 
Bay. 

An Adventure Bay resident and her 
daughter saw the larler than moon-sized 
object (or about 15 minutes. A red flash 
drew the daulhter's attention to the 
object which was stationary in the 
northwestern sky with the two red lights 
on its lower side. The object disappeared 
while the witness was inside and when 
they came out to view the object again 
they were unable to locate it. The 
weather at the time was nne and clear 
with no aircraft in the area. 

In the space of 24 hours TUFOIC had 
five red Light type sightinp, none of 
which could be attributed to aircraft or 
astronomical phenomena. The followi ng 
week brought about a dozen reports 
including strange whining noises heard at 
Warrane and Mole Creek, but TUFOIC 
was able to find possible explanations for 
these cases. 
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A further red light incidtmt occurred 
on April Sth when a red light was seen 
floating down in the Lauderdale area but 
TUFOIC was unable to follow up the 
details of this sighting. However on April 
10th at 10:05 p.m. a witness saw from 
East Moonah the last of the red light 
reports. Our witness was looking to the 
east from his home when he noticed a 
bright matchhead-sized light (red) at 10-
elevation and travelling to the south . The 
light performed a 90" turn and headed 
away out of sight towards the east. It had 
been in view for some IS seconds. With 
no planes in the area and the sky overcast 
there seems to be no explanation for the 
light. 

Flap Over Rhode Island 
(The /ollowing is a reporr condensing 

details 0/ /973 sightings in the vicinity 0/ 
Kingston and southern Rhode Island, 
compiled by Field Investigator Donald 
Todd. Sightings taking places in other 
areas are so specified.) 

March 5, Monday, 2:00 p.m. The first 
daylight sighting. Mrs. Ann Gardner 
reported seeing an object moving in front 
of Shannock Fire Tower. Tower and hill 
are 445 feet in height. She watched the 
object move slowly from southern 
horizon to northern horizon. It was 
round, flatish, disc shaped, about the size 
of a dirigible. It showed no lights, made 
no sound and had the appearance of an 
aluminized disc. 

March 5, Monday, 9:00 p.m. Mrs. Ann 
Gardner saw the same object she has been 
seeing regularly, moving across the 
horizon. It h.ad brilliant white lights with 
a large, red glowing top. As it moved 
westward, the lights flashed out abruptly. 

March 6, Tuesday , 8:30 p.m. A 
woman in Hope Valley watched a 
helicopter go overhead. It was heard 
plainly at slightly higher than treetop 
level. As she watched it disappear, she 
noted what she thought was a second 
helicopter following the fltSt. As the 
second object flew overhead, at the same 
height, she realized that the object was 
round, with brilliant, white flashing lights 
and with two bluo-white beams shining 
from the front . There was absolutely no 
noise coming from it, which startled her. 
It appeared to be following the 
helicopter. The dogs in the yard put up an 
awful racket. 

March 13, Tuesday, 2: 15 a.m. Two 
girls aUendants at the Ladd School for 
the retarded, 5 miles north of the 
Kingston rotary, reported seeing an 
object hovering in the sky about 200-300 
feet up. The object was revolving on its 
own axis while hovering. It had three 
windows with bright lights. After about 
20 minutes it Jaded, lI.nd then just 
disappeared. 
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March 18, Sunday, 9:00 p.m. A family 
watched a set of flashing red lights come 
in low off Block Island Sound in the area 
of Shelter Harbor. There was no sound , 
the object looked to be about the size of 
the moon when low on the horizon, and 
it proceeded north-eastward becoming 
lost to sight. 

March 20, Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. Mrs.. 
Ann Gardner reported an object moving 
slowly Crom southwest to northeast, 
flashing bright red and white lights. There 
was no sound at a1l f.rom the object. 

March 21, Wednesday, 6:45 p.m. Mrs. 
Ann Gardner reported an object lower 
than she had ever seen it before. II was 
extremely low in the valley, lower than 
the opposite hill. It moved slowly in a 
northerly direction. It was flashing with 
the largest red lights she had ever seen. 
Then it began to flash red and white. A 
plane approached the area and the 
object's lights went out instantly. 

March 21, Wednesday, 7:15 p.m. 
Shortly aCter Mrs. Gardner's call to me, 
Ray Sereebetz and I proceeded along Rte. 
138 and viewed an object mOving slowly 
northward along the trees and flashing 
red and green lights. No sound came from 
it and it appeared to be making a large 
circle. We lost the object over the trees. 
We proceeded south on Rt. 2 toward 
Wood River Jct. and approximately 2 
miles fruther we again saw the same 
object flashing red and green. With 
binoculars resting on the jeep roof, we 
could not resolve any shape. Since the 
object now appeared to be paralleling our 
course, we proceeded to Wood River via 
Shannock Hill keeping the object in view. 
As we drove down into the opposite 
valley however, (Wood River Jct.) the 
object was lost to view. 

March 23. Friday, 7:30 p.m. Mr. 
Anthony Calouri of Snake Hill Rd. 
Gloucester, and family saw a bright, 
luminous object moving erratically across 
the sky from southeast to northwest at 
about 1000 feet. It changed speeds 
rrequently, rose, descended but 
maintained its original direction. It was 
observed from two to three minutes. No 
sound ' was heard from it. As several 
planes approached (in the normal 
approach to Hillsgrove Airport) the 
object dimmed to an orange-red glow and 
moved away. 

March 24, Saturday, 4 :00 a.m. Mrs.. 
Ann Gardner reported sceing an object 
with brilliant, white lights hovering over 
the United Nuclear Plant in Wood River. 
II hovered over the plant for five or six 
minutes from the time Mrs. Gardner first 
saw it, then it moved away in a westerly 
direction. 

March 25, Sunday, 7:30 p.m. Two 
couples going south on Rte. 2 in Sun 
Valley, saw an object lighted brilliantly 
white, coming over the trees. The object 
passed overhead then turned and 

(See Rhode Island, Page Nine) 
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Celestial Events. 
August/September 1973 

MARS com petes with JUPITER for 
celestial prominence as it approaches 
opposition (Sun·Earth-Mars alignment) 
late in September. During the 
August/September period the magnitude 
of Mars increases from ·0.6 to -1.9, as it 
reaches its apex in the sky ever earlier in 
the morning sky (morning star). Jupiter, 
now an evening star, diminishes in 
brightness from mag. -2.4 to ·2.1. (To 
locate Mars and Jupiter, see table below.) 

VENUS is emerging from the glare of 
the Sun as an evening Star of mag. -3.7 at 
the end of September. SATURN remains 
dim during this period. Stars SIRIUS and 
CANOPUS reach their zenith in the 
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morning sky. (To locate the Sun, Venus, 
Sirius, and Canopus, see table below.) 

The most significant CONJUNCTIONS 
in August and September are of Jupiter 
and the Moon at 2124 UT on 12 August 
and 2346 UT on 9 September (in both 
cases Jupiter is 3" or 6 lunar diameters 
South of the Moon), and of Venus which 
is 2" (4 lunar diameters) North of the 
Moon at 04IS UT on 30 September. (To 
locate the Moon, see table below.) 

The only major METEOR SHOWER 
occurs on about 1()'14 August. This 
ni&hltime shower, the Per.feids. will be 
obscured by moonlight (85-100% 
illumination; see table below). At 0000 
UT on 12 August (the date of the Perseid 
maximum), the radiant is at 274 0 GHA· 
and +S7o declination. (·GHA increases 
about ISo/hour.) 

Astronomical Ephemeris2 (August.September 1973) 

Date Canopus Jupiter Mars Sirius Sun Venus 
(0000 UT) GHA Dec GHA Dec GHA Dec GHA Dec GHA Dec GHA Dec 

I Aug 214" -530 3600 -19- 2860 + 6" 208" -17 0 17So +IS· 14!r +10" 
I Sep 244 -53 34 -20 304 +10 239 -17 180 + 8 146 - 6 
I Oct 274 -53 65 -20 333 +11 269 -17 183 - 3 142 -20 

Moon i 

Date Frac. Date Frac. 
(0000 UT) GHA Dec In. (0000 UT) GHA Dec nI. 

I Aug 151 0 + 4" 7% 17 Aug 329 0 + 4" 91% 
3 128 - 7 22 19 306 +1' 76 
5 105 -17 41 21 280 +22 55 
7 82 -23 60 23 252 +25 32 
9 58 -25 78 25 222 +21 13 

11 35 -22 91 27 195 +12 2 
13 12 -16 99 . 29 171 + 1 1 
15 350 - 7 99 31 148 -10 10 

Date Fuc. Date Fr8c. 
(0000 UT) GHA Dec Ill. (0000 UT) GHA Dec Ill. 

2 Sep 125" -19" 25% 18 Sep 2960 +230 69% 
4 101 -24 44 20 267 +2' 46 
6 77 -24 63 22 240 +18 25 
8 54 -20 80 24 214 + 8 8 

10 31 -1 3 93 26 191 - 3 1 
12 10 - 3 99 28 168 -13 2 
14 348 + 8 98 30 144 -2 1 12 
16 323 +1 7 87 2 Oct 120 -24 28 

IOaies CUT) of lunar phases: First Quarter (50% illuminated) 5 August; Full Moon 
(lOO% ill.) 14 August; last Quarter (50% ill.) 2 1 August; New Moon (0% ill.) 28 
August; First Quarter 4 September; Full Moon 12 September; last Quarter 19 
September; New Moon 26 September. 

2See the January-February 1973 APRO Bu.fletin (pp. 8-9) for detailed explanation. 
Formulas: 

LHA '" GHA - West long. 
LHA '" GHA + East long. 
sin Alt. '" (sin Dec.)X(sin Lat. ) + (cos Dec.)X(cos'"LKA)Xtcos lat.) 
sin Az. ::: ·(cos Dec.)X(sin lHA)/(cos Alt.) 
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Report from Tasmania 
Mr. William K. Roberts, APRO's 

Representative for Tasmania., has 
forwarded the [ollowing information on 
UFO activity in his area: 

Mrs. Alvera Marks of Dover was 
awakened at 3:15 a.m. on Wednesday, . 
March 28th by a noise similar to the 
"whirr or scream of an electric motor". 
Going outside onto the veranda she saw a 
large round reddish light in the northern 
sky. Mrs. Marks woke her husband and a 
friend of the family who was holidaying 
with them to come and see the mystery 
object which they watched for the next 
IS to 20 minutes. 

The witnesses estimated the light to be 
well under the overcast sky at little more 
than 100 ft . altitude and 300 yardsaway 
above the tree tops. The object appeared 
as a two thirds-moon-sized round light 
that did not give off any rays and seemed 
to them to be a very dense light. Th"e 
noise fluctuated throughout the sighting 
growing louder at one stage when two 
smaller lights appeared just to the west of 
the main object. Toward the end of the 
sighting the light seemed to diminish in 
siz.e, then the light ex panded, the noise 
grew louder and it suddenly disappeared , 
the sound stopping also. 

Investigation by TUFOIC (Tasmanian 
UFO Investigation Center) ascertained 
that the cloud level was about 2000 to 
3000 feet and that there had been a 
thunderstrom sometime prior to the 
sighting but that at the time the light was 
seen the storm had passed. The DCA said 
there were no aircraft in the area at the 
time. It was also discovered that the 
combined fire/burglary alarm at the Dover 
shop had been activated and this could 
have accounted for the noise associated 
with the UFO. Both the shopkeeper and 
the resident next door to the shop 
no ticed an orange glow behind the trees 
in the direction of the Marks sighting. 
They were unable to see the cause of the 
glow. When the alann was finally turned 
off it seemed to be "running down". The 
Police could find no signs of fire or 
burglary. 

A Weather Bureau spokesman said that 
a strong discharge in the area and a surge 
of power could have triggered off the 
shop's alarm system. This would have 
required a very strong electrical storm of 
the type not usual in Tasmania. He also 
commented that the glow from a fire 
started by a lightning strike could have 
accounted for the UFO but no evidence 
to this effect has been forthcoming. The 
only remaining explanation is ball 
lightning but generally this only lasts a 
matter of seconds to a minute and is seen 
during a thunderstorm. Currently the 
light must remain unidentified. 

The resulting publicity in the press and 
on Television produced a flurry of reports 

(See Tasmania - Page ~ight) 
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Rhode Island 
(Con tinued (rom Page Eight) 

followed them for approximately a mile 
and a half. It then veered away blinking 
red, green and white. The object was 
round , spinning and about the size of a 
harvest moon. The couples were 
extremely frightened when I talked to 
them. 

March 27 , Tuesday, 8:45 p.m. Mrs. 
Ann Gardner reported an object with 
bright lights making a half circle turn over 
the United Nuclear Plant. The o bject had 
white lights and began blinking red as it 
moved slowly from south to west. It 
passed very low over the trees and the 
plant. 

March 27. Tuesday, 12 : 15 a.m. A man 
return ing home from work at Rhode 
Island Hospital (Providence) going south 
on Rtc. 95, noticed a roundish obj ect 
glowing orange-red and flying parallel to 
him. The object was approximately 
200-300 fee t up. The driver o f the car 
was maintain ing the speed limit , 55 mph 
and the object was keeping pace with 
him . He thought maybe it was a 
reflection in his windwh ield so he 
stopped t he car and got out. The object 
stopped ahead of him and was pulsing. He 
listened for a noise but heard none. He 
got back into his car and co ntinued. The 
object accompanied him fo r about 
another 15 miles and then just before the 
Rte. 138 Kingston In terchange, it veered 
off and flew away to the west. 

March 28, Wednesday, 7 :00 p.m. Two 
girl s saw an object with a ro ugh triangular 
shape hovering over the trees on Stony 
Lane, Exe ter. The o bj ec t gJo wed with 
brilliant white ligh ts. It had smaller green 
and red lights a t the po ints o f the 
triangle. The object was up about 200 
feet and made a slight buzzing sound as it 
moved away. 

April 5, Thursday, 7:30 p.m. A man 
and woman watched an objec t glowing 
orange-red pass from the east then turn 
north at tree top level o n top o f Shannock 
Hi ll (367 ft.). The o bject seemed to glow 
stro nger then weaker, then stronger again 
as it moved in fits and starts. 

April 6, Friday, 7:00 p.m. Mrs. An n 
Gardner wa tched a red pulsing object 
move toward Shannock Fi re Tower. The 
light was of a pinkish red and very large, 
much larger than helicopter lights and 
pulsing, no t blinking. 

April 6, Friday, 8:00 p.m. A man 
reported seeing an intensely b right light 
hovering over rte 1 for abou t 20 minu tes. 
It then became a sor t of greenish glow 
and moved slowly toward Alton where it 
changed to a brill ia nt white again and 
seemed to dip down toward the trees. 

April 7, Saturday, 9:00 p.m. Jane 
Sweet saw a red glowing obj ec t moving 
west adjacent to Rte. I . I t turned wh ite 
then red, and then back to wh ite again. 
The underside seemed to have white dots 
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moving in a circle. The objec t was not 
very high over the trees and it moved 
wit It no noise. 

Apri l 7, Saturday , 10:00 p.m. A 
woman saw a bright whi te objec t circle 
her farm near Alto n. The object passed 
ovcr three times. It lit up the whole yard 
a nd sho ne a bright , white light from 
beneath onto the yard. It made no noisc 
as it circled overhead. It was much larger 
than the moon a nd had a sort of 
whi t ish-green vapor abou t it. It fina lly 
fl ew away toward th e west. 

April 8, Sunday, 9:00 p.m. Several 
residents of Brookfield Hi ll s (near 
Provid ence) reported a d isc-shaped object 
with flashing green and red ligh ts. It was 
spinning as it moved ac ross the sky. There 
was no noise and it fl ew low and slow. 
"Sort of eerie like. It was scary," they 
sa id . 

Apri l 9, Monday, 7: 15 p. m. Two men 
standing by the Wood River Ju nct ion 
Post Office looked up to see a bright, 
white object, app rox imately 40 feet 
across movi ng slowly cas t over the trees, 
abou t 100-200 feet up. No no ise came 
from t he object and it passed over the 
Wood River J ct. int ersec tio n. Sudden ly it 
turned a cherry-red then dimmed down 
to an almost invisi ble ora nge and sped 
away eastward. A momen t or two later a 
twin engine, radar plane (E I B) camc in 
over th e trees going in the same d irection 
as the glowing obj ec t. 

April 10, Tuesday, 9 :00 p.m. Mrs. 
Joseph De Blasi driv ing west o n Rtc. I 
saw an orange-red object moving in 
slowly from the north . She thought it was 
a helico pter and dismissed it. About a 
mile further down the road , the object 
passed directly over her car ilnd the lights 
and ignition bega n to falter. The obj ec t 
flew off in a westerly direction low over 
the trees. At this time, it was a 
ye llowish-orange with a green vapor or 
haze all around the outside edges. The 
objecl was the full wid lh of the road. (42 
feet) 

April I I , Wednesday, 10:30 p.m . A 
glo wing, red object was seen m oving 
south across the sky at abou t 500 feet, 
o ff Newport. The U.S. Coast Guard 
investigated and reported that the object 
was an aircraft with red running light s o n. 
The local residents disagreed , saying t hat 
the object was one, si ngle red glow, 
mov ing erra tically and wit h no noise. 

April 12, Thursday , 8:30 p.m. Curt is 
Sherman (a co-worker) at home o n PL 
Judit h Rd. Na rrilganse tt , watched an 
orange- red object m oving slowly over his 
house toward the north. It was about 
400-500 feet up. It was the size of a ·large 
plane and made no no ise as it moved 
overhead. It seemed to have a green ring 
around it and see med to go bright and 
dim alternately. 

April 12, Thursday . 9:00 p.m. While 
over at Wood- River Junc tion observing, 
the fo llow ing occurred over my own 
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house: 
My Neighbor Warner Sweet observed 

an objec t moving westward , adjacent to 
Rte. I, at about 200 feet maximum. It 
moved erratically and slowly. Mrs. Sweet 
brought out the sca nner scope and they 
watched the object m ove along at a snail's 
pace. The size was larger than the 
Cherokee plane Warner pilots and was 
orange-red with a green haze around the 
o utside. The object made no noise and 
moved westerly over the trees. 

April 13 , Friday. 9:15 p.m. From the 
roof o f my house, I observed an object 
moving directly toward me from the 
no rth . It was at treetop level, moving 
hesi tantly. It shone with a half-circle of 
extremely br ight lights with a pulsing red 
'o ne ei ther in the middle or on top. It was 
sound less and approached to within a 
quarter mile or less when soddenly it 
made an abrupt " U" turn and accelerated 
nor th . (An aircra ft could not have made 
such an acute ·· U" turn) Almost 
immed iately the area was flooded with 
hel icopters and small craft. 

Press Reports 
The following are, as usual, o nly a few 

of the many press reports rorwarded to 
APRO. Some are under investigation and 
when completed will be carri ed in the 
Followup column in ;1 future issue. 

EliSIOn. Pa. , U.S., March 22, 1973. At 
shor tly after 10 p.m. Allentown Morning 
Call photographer Tel Toulomelis was 
stat ioned in Hackett Park when he 
spotted an un ide ntified light which 
moved to the left, th en the right and 
began to speed up. Using a 200mm 
telephoto lens he bega n shooting pic tures. 
On the following night Toulomelis was in 
J·lilckett Park aga in with several other 
specta to rs and they saw two lights 
moving in the sa me fashion as the night 
before. The la tter were later identified as 
je tl iners coming in to la nd at the 
A ll cntow n-Bethlehem-Easton Airpo rt . 
However, the pho tograph obtained by 
Toulomelis o n the night of March 22nd 
shows a slightly blurred , ova l-shaped 
object. 

Nazareth , Pa .. U.s., Ma rch 22, 1973. 
Todd Jo nes of Nazareth was out 
watch ing the sky in ho pes of seeing a 
UFO which had been reported by many 
in the area. At be tween 9:05 and 10:05 
p.m. he clai med he saw several objects 
moving slowly soulh to no rth which he 
and a companion said looked so bright 
through bi nocula rs that they could hardly 
continue to look at them. 

Los Alamitos. Calif.. U.S. March 23, 
1973 .. Karen Harper and her parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. H.W. Harper of Los Alamitos 
were outside thei r ho me at 8:30 p.m. 
when they o bserved a red light below the 
clo uds which turn ed to a whit e fla sh and 
disa ppeared into the cloud cover. 


